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Agrahara. In the Vijayanagara times also, we have abundant
evidence of their existence and corporate activities; their
various donations to the temples. The Agraharas served the
purpose of small University centres managed by the
Mahajanas. The Mahajanas were men of learning. The
Agraharas were free from the encroachment of the soldiers,
and the tax collectors. They were supported by the kings, the
queens, the nobles and by the rich and the poor.

Agraharas were formed in various ways in the
Vijayanagara period. The king or with his consent his officers
created them. Either the donee was a single person or a
group the donor himself distributed the land among different
shareholders.

Generally the lands of the village held by Brahmanas
were tax free or sarva manya Agraharas. They need not pay
land revenue, but at times they had to pay quitrents fixed for
ever, so that the holders enjoyed a permanent light
assessment6. These were known as Arthamanya. They were
free from other taxes.

To secure religious merit lands or villages were
donated to Brahmanas. Brahmanas in turn had to perform
certain services which were of relgious nature. Mention may
be made of reading vedas, puranas and sastras in the
temples, explaining the auspicious days and imparting
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